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Benjamin (Ben) Mittman,

an American photographer,
computer scientist, retired
professor of Computer Science and
Information Systems at
Northwestern University, and
former director of Northwestern's
Vogelback Computing Center W
1970 Ben Mittman and Monty
Newborn initiated, constituted and
organized the ACM North
American Computer Chess
Championship, and together with

Monty Newborn and David Levy,
the World Computer Chess
Championship in 1974. Mittman
was co-founder of the ICCA in
1977 and served as its first
president, as well as editor of the

ICCA Newsletter until 1983 2 .
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Photos

Tournament organizers Monty Newborn and Ben Mittman (front) with ACM president
Sam Matsa and David Slate. Larry Atkin looks on. ACM 1970 -

Mittman at 2nd ACM North American Computer Chess Championship ©!

Chess pioneers in Sacher Hotel Vienna, Austria 1980: Ben Mittman,
Monty Newborn, Tony Marsland, Dave Slate, David Levy, Claude Shannon,
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Ken Thompson, Betty Shannon, Tom Truscott el

Mittman, Newborn, Thompson and Hyatt (right) at ACM 1982 in Dallas, Texas, 1982 18]

Quotes

Restoration of Pont Neuf
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Quote from The Pont Neuf - Appendix/Biography Lo,

Ben Mttman is a retired professor of conputer science and information
systens at Northwestern University and former director of

Nort hwest ern' s Vogel back Conputing Center. His interest in black and
whi t e phot ography began sone fifty years ago while living in Paris.
Ben and his wfe, Barbara, currently spend half the year in Paris
where he continues his photographic activities. "!

Mttman's | atest project, which began in 1994, is photographing the
restoration of the Pont Neuf, the oldest bridge in Paris. The
restoration, which was conpleted at the end of April 2007, is the
subj ect of an exhibit of his photos to be held in the Mairie (Town
Hal 1) of the 6th arrondi ssenent of Paris in Cctober-Novenber of 2007.

Jim Schuyler

Quote by "Sky" Jim Schuyler September 24, 2007 12l .

Ben Mttman, ny dissertation advisor and nmentor from Northwestern

Uni versity (from whence nmy PhD degree) has been living half of each
year in Paris since he took an early retirenent, and has been
chronicling the restoration of the Pont Neuf (the “new bridge”) which
was conpleted in 1607. The Northwestern University Library has a
special section on its web site that describes the bridge and the
proj ect.

Ben has created this record of the restoration process using only

black & white film A rarity these days, but one that | think is in
keeping with the spirit of this 400-year-old construction. He began
his project in 1994 and the restoration was conpleted in April 2007.

There’s a lot of history at this web site, but the photograph
collection is particularly notable. And one of the nost interesting
parts of the restoration is the rescul pting of over half of the 384
mascarons (faces or nmasks) that adorn the sides of the bridge.

| can’t say enough about what Ben’s support of my work and that of

ot her students neant to us at the Vogel back Conputing Center of

Nort hwestern in the 1960s and 1970s. The luxury of having essentially
unlimted conputing tinme available — and then when | was on staff of
havi ng al nost unlimted access to the superconputer after m dnight
every night — was what allowed a select group of us to nmake progress
on projects that otherw se would have never happened! Wthout this,
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Atkin, Gorlen and Slate would never have witten Chess 1.0 which
becanme the first world chanpi on chess-playing program And | would
never have gotten Northwestern into conputer-aided-instruction

(ot herwi se known as e-learning) and conputer conferencing. Thanks,

Ben! &

Jaap van den Herik
Quote by Jaap van den Herik, 2007 14l

In 1978 Ben Mttrman and Barend Swets started the | CCA Newsletter. It
was specialized on chess. Onvng to the series of Advances in Conputer
Chess Conferences, which in 1999 changed to Advances in Conputer Ganes

Conf erences, the | CCA Journal broadened its scope, too, and published
articles on other games. This can be seen as a generalization. As a
di rect consequence, the Journal was renaned into | CGA Jour nal

David Levy

David Levy on Ben Mittman's photo exhibition in Paris, November 23rd, 2007 sl

The Gty of Paris undertook a najor project starting in the m d-1990s
to totally restore the oldest bridge in Paris, the Pont Neuf. The
restoration ended this year, coinciding with the 400th anni versary of
the bridge's conpletion in 1607. During the entire period of the
restoration, Ben Mttman docunented the work in black and white
phot ogr aphy.

There are thirty-four bridges that cross the Seine in Paris. They
consi st of the usual road and sidewal k variety, as well as five foot
bridges, two viaducts for the nmetro, and two auto-route crossings. In
1988, the City of Paris took over ownership of the bridges fromthe
State, and enbarked on a nulti-year renovation plan that included the
conplete restoration of the Pont Neuf —a project that would take

al nost fifteen years to conplete.

The Pont Neuf was in very bad shape, having had its previous ngjor
restoration in the md-19th century. The photo bel ow shows what the

bl acked and broken stonework | ooked Iike in 1994, when scaffol di ng was
erected on the first arch of the petit bras.

Ben's photo exhibition is at the Mairie in the 6th arondi ssenent, | ust
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a few mnutes wal k fromour hotel in Rue Jacob, and ends tonorrow
after a run of alnost six weeks. A few hours after we arrived at Gare
du Nord we had the pleasure of being shown around the exhibition by
Ben hinself, followed by drinks and a great dinner with the Mttmns.
There is definitely something to be said for hedoni sm
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