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Merim Bilalié,

a Bosnian and Herzegovinian
psychologist at the University
Hospital of University of Tiibingen
, and FIDE Master in chess. He
received his Ph.D. from the
Department of Experimental
Psychology, Oxford University in
2008 on the topic of Einstellung
effect in Chess or why good
thoughts block better ones,
supervised by Peter Mcl.eod and
Fernand Gobet, and was awarded
with the Science Prize of the

Karpov Chess Academy Rhine-
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Einstellung effect

Merim Bilali¢, Why Good Thoughts Block Better Ones: The Mechanism of the Pernicious Einstellung
(set) Effect, abstract 1l

The Einstellung (set) effect occurs when the first idea that cones to
mnd, triggered by famliar features of a problem prevents a better
solution being found. It has been shown to affect both people facing
novel problens and experts within their field of expertise. W show
that it works by influencing nmechani sns that determ ne what
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information is attended to. Having found one solution, expert chess

pl ayers reported that they were |ooking for a better one. But their
eye novenents showed that they continued to | ook at features of the
problemrelated to the solution they had al ready thought of. The
mechani smwhich allows the first schena activated by famliar aspects
of a problemto control the subsequent direction of attention may
contribute to a wide range of biases both in everyday and expert

t hought - fromconfirmation bias in hypothesis testing to the tendency
of scientists to ignore results that do not fit their favored

t heori es.
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Merim Bilalic chess games - 365Chess.com
Universititsklinikum Tiibingen - Mitarbeiter und Mitarbeiterinnen

Karpow - Schachakademie Rhein-Neckar e.V | Verleihung des Wissenschaftspreises 2008/2009
(German)

Wissenschaftspreis Schach verliehen from Schach — Ticker, September 14, 2009 (German)
Wissenschaftspreis der KSA fiir Merim Bilalic, ChessBase News, September 15, 2009 (German)
Brettspiel: Schach | Spiele, Zeit online, January 4, 2010 (German)

Der Psychologe Merim Bilalic erforscht mit Schachproblemen das menschliche Denken
Schwiibisches Tagblatt Tiibingen, January 13, 2010 (German)

Wissenschaftspreis fiir Dr. Merim Bilalic | lokalmatador.de, June 19, 2011

Preis der Karpow-Schachakademie verliehen | lokalmatador.de, Video, June 19, 2011, with
Sponsor Bernd Wochele, Anatoly Karpov, Hanno Diirr, Robert von Weizsdcker and Merim Bilali¢
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