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Chess Program

Rex,

a chess program written in 1985 by
Don Dailey in Pascal, supported by
chess advisor Sam Sloan, in 1987

superseded by Larry Kaufman i
In 1986, Don took the first big step
by deciding to rewrite the program
in assembly language, which
roughly tripled the speed. Also, he
created a special rule based
language for chess masters (i.e.
Larry Kaufman) to use to "teach"
Rex how to evaluate a position.

Rex played the 17th ACM
Tournament 1986 in Dallas, the 5th
and 6th World Computer Chess
Championships in Cologne 1986
and Edmonton 1989, and was
forerunner of the commercial
program RexChess.
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Images & Games

WCCC 1986, round 4, Kaare Danielsen, Tony Marsland, Don Dailey, ..., Sam Sloan, Awit - Rex L

[ Event "WCCC 1986"]

[Site "Col ogne, Germany"]
[Date "1986. 06. 14"]

[ Round "4"]

[White "Awit"]

[ Bl ack "Rex"]

[Result "1-0"]

1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 Nc6 3.e3 d5 4.Bb5 @5 5. Nf3 xg2 6. Rgl h3 7. Bxe5 Bg4 8.
Rg3

Bxf3 9. xf3 Ch6 10. xd5 Ne7 11.Bxc6+ bxc6 12. F3 Nd5 13. g4 Qxh2 14. Bx
g7 Bxg7

15. xg7 Ke7 16. Qe5+ Kd7 17.Na3 Ne7 18. Qd4+ Ke6 19. Qed4+ Kd7 20. Rg7 h5

21. Nc4

Ke8 22.Ne5 f5 23. Q2 h6 24. Nxc6 Nxc6 25. Rxc7 Kf8 26. Rxc6 Q7 27. Rf 6+

Xxf 6

28. xa8+ Kf7 29. xa7+ Kf8 30.d4 Ke8 31.Ke2 Kf8 32.c4 h6 33.a4 Rg8 34.a
5 Rg7

35. 5+ Re7 36.a6 f4 37.a7 f3+ 38.Kf1l Kg8 39.a8=0Q+ Kh7 40.(h5 Rf7 41.R
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a6 Kg7
42. Rxf6 Rxf6 43. Q5 h5 44. xf3 1-0

Meptlisto « smsncha momasgmn. = comma

Score sheet 2! 11

Shess - Rex

WCCC 1986, round 5, Ard van Bergen, Sam Sloan, Ossi Weiner, Don Dailey 18] , Rex - Shess Bl

[ Event "WCCC 1986"]

[Site "Col ogne, Germany"]
[Date "1986. 06. 15"]

[ Round "5"]

[White "Shess"]

[ Bl ack "Rex"]

[ Result "0-1"]

l.ed e5 2.Nf3 f5 3. Nxe5 @6 4.Nc4 fxed 5.Nc3 7 6.Nxe4 d5 7.Ne5 F5
8. Bb5+ c6 9.Be2 xed4 10.Nf3 Bf5 11.c3 Q2 12. xc2 Bxc2 13. O

O Bd6 14.d4

Nf6 15.Be3 O

O 16. Rael Nbd7 17.Khl b5 18.b3 Rfe8 19.c4 bxc4 20. bxc4 dxc4d

21. Bxc4+ Kh8 22. Ng5 Bg6 23.f4 Nd5 24.Bxd5 cxd5 25.f5 Bb4 26.fxg6 Bxel
27. Nf 7+ Kg8 28. gxh7+ Kxh7 29. Rxel Kg8 30. Ng5 Rac8 31.Kgl Rc2 32.a3 Rc3
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33. Kf2 Rxa3 34.h4 Nf6 35. KF3 Rb3 36.g3 Nh5 37.Nn3 Nxg3 38.Nf4 Nf5 39. N
xd5

Rd3 40. h5 Nxd4+ 41. Kf4 Ne6+ 42. Kg4 Rxd5 43. Bxa7 Ra8 44. Rxe6 Rxa7 45. Re
8+

Kh7 46. Re4 Raab5 47. KF3 Rxh5 48. Ke3 Ra3+ 49. Kf4 Rh4+ 50. Ke5 Ra5+ 51. Kd4
Ra4+ 52. Kd5 Rhxe4 53. Kc5 Rab5+ 54. Kd6 Rd4+ 55. Ke6 Kg8 56. Ke7 Re5# 0-1

Quotes
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by Larry Kaufman from the USOCCC 1987 report
As for Rex IV, by Don Dailey and nyself, we were quite pleased to tie
with Fidelity Chessmaster for top PC, although they won in tiebreak
points. Had repetition detection been added before the first round

i nstead of after we would gave picked up half a point then. Rex is
unique in that it allows a chess master with m ni mal progranmm ng
expertise (i.e. nyself) to input chess know edge directly into the
program w t hout bothering the programer. Wether it will becone
commercial is not yet clear.

From Rex to Rexchess

by Larry Kaufman from The Rexchess Story " :

The next step forward canme when Novag's Dave Kittinger, Don and |
jointly worked out how to do an effective selective search program
Dave put these ideas into the Super Expert B and Super Forte B, while
Don and | put theminto Rex. So we decided to enter the 1989 Wrld
Conput er Chanpi onship in Ednonton, although the program was very

i nconpl ete and not fully debugged. W scored 2 out of 5, around the

m ddl e of the PC prograns, although our 20 MHz 368 was one of the

sl ower machi nes present. Soon thereafter, Don quit his job to devote 2
nonths full-tinme to conpleting Rex and addi ng features necessary for a
conmer ci al program

See also

¢ Nobility
* Reptile
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e RexChess

External Links

Chess Program
¢ Rex's ICGA Tournaments
Misc
¢ Rex disambiguation page from Wikipedia

¢ King of Rome from Wikipedia
¢ rex (programming language) from Wikipedia
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